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REPORTS TO THE SURGEON GENERAL, PUBLIC HEALTH AND MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE. 



PLAGUE-PREVENTION WORK. 

PLAGUE-INFECTED RATS FOUND AT SEATTLE, WASH. 

The finding of two plague-infected rats has been reported at Seattle, 
Wash. One rat was found on September 20 and 1 on September 21. 

PLAGUE-INFECTED GROUND SQUIRREL FOUND IN CALIFORNIA. 

During the week ended September 30 a diagnosis of plague was 
made in 1 squirrel found in Contra Costa County. The squirrel had 
been obtained at Peoples Water Co. land, 3i miles east of Stege, 
Rancho El Sobrante, Brissac tract, September 6, 1911. 

DISTRIBUTION OF POISON. 

In connection with the making and maintenance of a squirrel-free 
zone around the cities of California on San Francisco Bay, 6,320 
acres of land in Alameda County and 1,185 acres in Contra Costa 
County were covered with poison during the week ended September 
30, 1911. 

During the same period 3,520 acres of land in San Joaquin County 
and 2,090 acres in Stanislaus County were covered with poison for 
the purpose of eradicating plague foci. 

Record of Plague Infection. 



Date of last case 
of human plague 



California: 
Cities — 

San Francisco Jan. 30, 1908. . 

Oakland Aug. 9, 1911 . 

Berkeley ! Aug. 27, 1907. . 

Los Angeles I Aug. 11, 1908.. 

Counties— 

Alameda (exclusive of ; Sept. 20, 1909.. 
Oakland and Berke- 
ley). 

Contra Costa July 21, 1911... 

Merced None 

Monterey do 

San Benito June 5, 1910 . . . 

San Joaquin Sept. 18, 1911.. 

San Luis Obispo None 

Santa Clara... I Aug. 23, 1910.. 



Date of last ease 
of rat plague. 



Oct. 23, 190S. 
Dec. 1, 1908.. 
None 



Oct. 17, 1909... 



None... 

do.. 

do.. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 



Santa Cruz I None.. 

Stanislaus I do. 

Washington: 

City- j 

Seattle | Oct. 30, 1907 Aug. 20, 1911. 



Date of last ease 

of squirrel 

plague. 



None 

....do 

....do 

Aug. 21, 1908.... 

Aug. 9, 1911 



Sept. 15, 1911. 
July 13, 1911.. 
Aug. 6, 1911.. 
June8, 1911.. 
Aug. 26, 1911.... 
Jan. 29, 1910.. 
Oct. 5, 1910... 
May 17, 1910.. 
June 2, 1911.. 



None. . 



Total number of 

rodents found 

infected since 

May, 1907. 



398 rats. 
126 rats. 
None. 
1 squirrel. 

108 squirrels, 1 
wood rat. 

363 squirrels. 

5 squirrels. 

Do. 

22 squirrels. 
18 squirrels. 
1 squirrel. 

23 squirrels. 
3 squirrels. 
13 squirrels. 



126 



(1617) 



October 20, 1911 1618 

Rats Collected, and Examined for Plague Infection. 



Places. 



Week 
ended— 



Found 
dead. 



Total 


Exam- 


collected. 


ined. 


U33 


90 


2606 


459 


'1,598 


1,193 


114 


12 


776 


662 



Found 

infected. 



California: 
Cities- 
ley. 

Oakland do. . 

San Francisco I do.. 

Counties- 
San Joaquin do. . 

Washington: 
City- 
Seattle I do. . 



38 
26 



None. 
None. 
None. 

None. 



None. 



1 Identified, Mus norvegicus 99, Mus musculus 34. 

1 Identified, Mus norvegicus 522, Mus musculus 81, Mus rattus 1, Mus alexandrinus 2. 

> Identified, Mus norvegicus 908, Mus musculus 316, Mus rattus 260, Mus alexandrinus 114. 

* Identified, Mus alexandrinus 14. 

Squirrels Collected and Examined lor Plague Infection. 





Places. 




Week 
ended— 


Shot or 
trapped. 


Found 
dead. 


Exam- 
ined. 


Found 

infected. 


California: 
Counties— 

Alameda 

Butte 


Other 


Sept. 30 

do 

do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Animals Collected an 


146 

174 

102 
69 

313 
48 
93 

130 
68 

190 
33 
65 

180 


16 


162 

169 

102 

150 

263 

48 

93 

130 

68 

243 

33 

65 

182 

7 


None. 








Contra Costa. 


81 


1 


























San Joaquin. 


53 


None. 








Stanislaus... 
Oregon: 
County- 


2 


None. 








Total 


1,618 ! 152 

! 


1,715 


l 




d Examined. 






Places. 


Week 
ended— 


Animals collected. 


Exam- 
ined. 


Found 
infected. 


California: 
Counties — 

Butte 


Sept. 30 


1 rabbit 
do. 

5 rabbit 
3 gophei 
3 rabbit 
17 rabbi 

2 rabbit 
24 rabbi 




1 
1 
7 
2 
3 

17 
2 

24 












...do 


s, 2 wood rats 






...do 






...do 


5, 1 chipmunk 

ts, 4 kangaroo rats... 






...do 






...do 






rin 


ts 








1 






Total 


57 
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In the following tables the States indicated by an asterisk are those 
from which reports of smallpox are received only from certain city, 
and in some cases county, boards of health.. In these States, there- 
fore, the recorded cases and deaths should not be taken as showing 
the general prevalence of the disease. In the States not marked by 
an asterisk the reports are received monthly from the State boards of 
health and include all cases reported throughout the State. 



